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About the Manuscript

Manuscript Sachsisches Staatsarchiv, 20532 Rittergut R6tha mit Trachenau, Nr. 2031 (Saxon
State Archives, collection 20532, Rotha Estate with Trachenau, MS 2031) is a small bound
paper manuscript titled Various Discourses on the Most Noble Art of Fencing. It measures
approximately 14.5 x 12.3 cm (5.7 x 4.8 in.), estimated from the scans, as I have not had the
opportunity to examine the manuscript in person.

The Saxon State Archive identifies it simply as a seventeenth-century “Kunst des
Fechtens” work, written by an Italian master.!

The Rotha estate was acquired by Carl von Friesen in 1592 and remained in the von
Friesen family until 1945. His son Heinrich von Friesen (1578-1659) held major offices in
Saxony and is particularly interesting for us because the historical account says that he laid
the foundations of the substantial Rotha library. The surviving Rotha library catalogue
confirms that the collection’s origins probably extend into the sixteenth century and
certainly into the seventeenth.

It is therefore possible that MS 2031 entered the collection during Heinrich von Friesen’s
lifetime, though there is presently no direct evidence establishing when or by whom it was
acquired.

Transcription, Translation, and Analysis

You can find my complete transcription and translation free at guywindsor.net/
ms2031free

And my line-by-line analysis, with comparison to Fabris, and further research on the
manuscript at guywindsor.net/ ms2031complete.

Guy Windsor, Ipswich, 2026.

1Sachsisches Staatsarchiv, Abhandlung von der vornehmen Kunst des Fechtens, geschrieben von einem italienischen
Meister, 20532 Rittergut R6tha mit Trachenau, Nr. 2031, online catalogue, accessed 22 September 2026.
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